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on the ground. This course has enabled him to correct
some errors which naturally enough have crept into history,
and to harmonize some of the statements of the old authors
which have been deemed irreconcilable. In the case of Can-
nas, for instance, all historians have found it necessary to
discard one or more of the positive statements of Polybius
and Livy. But a study of the battlefield has made it possi-
ble to explain the positions and manoeuvres so as to coincide
with every statement of these, our two most important au-
thorities, as well as to accord with the probabilities. No
modern historian of the Second Punic War has mapped out
Hannibal's wonderful marches in Italy. Most histories are
very inexplicit as to the exact locations and routes. The
charts in the text of these volumes will be found to show
every essential topographical feature of Hannibal's movements
over the length and breadth of the peninsula.

Much of what was said in the preface to the volumes
on Alexander applies to this. The best chroniclers of the
war against Hannibal are Polybius and Livy, whose rela-
tions are full and explicit. The former exists in its entirety
only down to the battle of Cannae; the latter covers the
whole period. Cornelius Nepos, Appian, and Plutarch in his
lives of Fabius and Marcellus, give us many facts. The
little which remains of Dion Cassius is useful. Floras and
Orosius are meagre. Stray facts may be gleaned from ref-
erences in Velleius Paterculus, Sallust, Justinus, Pausanias,
Eutropius, Josephus and the Maccabees. To the opinions
of the great modern historians and critics due heed has been
given. Practically, however, Polybius and Livy are the
source from which we draw all our information.

In a few instances the author has been compelled to treat
historical matter controversially. As in the case of the pas-